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Massachusetts Bar Examination. 

SUGGESTIONS AND DIRECTIONS FOR 
APPLICANTS. 



I. 
Prior to the Examination. 

File your petition for admission in the office of 
the proper Clerk of Court at least five days before 
the day of the examination. The entry fee is 
fifteen dollars for a first petition, and ten dollars 
for any subsequent petition, and must be paid to 
the Clerk of Court at the time of the filing of the 
petition. 

File with the petition the certificates required 
by the Rules of the Board of Bar Examiners. 
Certificates, if not so filed, should be sent by mail 
either to the chairman or secretary of the Board 
of Bar Examiners. 

N.B. Do not send your petition for admission 
or your entry fee to any person except the proper 
Clerk of Court. 
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Printed notices as to the time and place of hold- 
ing examinations may be procured from the Clerks 
of Courts. 

If an applicant whose petition has been filed is 
unable to take the examination he is entitled to pre- 
sent himself at the next or some later examination. 

II. 
At the Examination. 

1. Applicants will be seated alphabetically, and 
each applicant will find on the desk at which he is 
to sit a card bearing his name and address. This 
card must be left upon the desk at the close of the 
examination. If the applicant notes an error in 
his address, he should correct it and should call it 
to the attention of one of the Examiners. Each 
applicant will occupy the same desk in the fore- 
noon and afternoon, and at the close of each exam- 
ination must leave upon it his examination book. 
Questions may be retained by the applicant. 

2. Both sessions of the examination will last 
three hours, and at the expiration of three hours 
every applicant must cease work. 

3. Examination books, blotters, and writing 
materials will be provided. The books will con- 
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tain fifteen numbered leaves. Answers must be 
written in ink, and each answer should begin at 
the top of the appropriately numbered page of the 
examination book. Each question can be answered 
with sufficient fulness in a single page, or less. 
No leaf or portion of a leaf may be removed from 
an examination book. 

4. Reasons should be given for each answer. 
An answer consisting of a single word, as "yes" 
or " no," will not be satisfactory. 

5. All questions are to be answered with refer- 
ence to Massachusetts law. Weight will be given 
to conciseness and accuracy of statement. Great 
care should be taken in penmanship, spelling, 
and use of the English language. Faults in these 
matters tend to make answers unintelligible, and 
diminish their value. 

III. 
General Suggestions. 
Petitions for admission and certificates required 
by the Rules of the Board of Bar Examiners 
should be filled out with great care, — with the 
same care which an attorney would use in draw- 
ing a writ or pleading. An applicant who fails to 
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fill them out without error cannot expect to be 
credited with ability to draw a writ or deed. All 
blanks in the forms should be filled, and the 
name of the applicant should be written on the 
back of the petition and certificates. 

Applicants should familiarize themselves with 
the directions and suggestions herein. Exact 
compliance with these directions and suggestions 
will greatly aid the Examiners, and therefore 
benefit applicants. 

As soon as may be after each examination, a 
written notice of the report, to be made thereon 
by the Examiners, will be mailed to the post-office 
address of each applicant. 

Examination books will be retained by the 
Board of Bar Examiners. An applicant will be 
furnished, upon his written request, with a type- 
written copy of his answers, upon payment of the 
sum of two dollars for making such copy. 

HOLLIS R. BAILEY, 
FREDERICK L. GREENE, 
GEORGE S. TAFT, 
HENRY W. BRAGG, 
L. ELMER WOOD, 

Examiners. 
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STATUTES. 

Revised Laws 

op 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Chapter 165. 

Bar Examiners. 

Section 39. There shall be a board of bar ex- 
aminers consisting of five persons, who shall reside 
in different counties, one of whom shall annually 
be appointed by the justices of the supreme judi- 
cial court for a term of five years from the first 
day of October in the year of his appointment, and 
who may be removed by them. Such justices 
may fill any vacancy which occurs in the board. 

Section 40. Said board shall determine the 
time and place of all examinations for admission 
to the bar, conduct the same, and may, subject to 
the approval of the supreme judicial court, make 
rules therefor. The members shall receive from 
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the fees received under the provisions of the fol- 
lowing section such compensation as the justices 
of the supreme judicial court, or a majority of 
them, may allow, and from the Commonwealth, 
such amount for the expenses of the board as may 
be certified by its chairman and approved by a 
justice of the supreme judicial court. 

Attorneys at Law. 
Section 41. A citizen of this Commonwealth, 
or an alien who resides in this Commonwealth and 
has made the primary declaration of his intention 
to. become a citizen of the United States, includ- 
ing women, may, if of the age of twenty-one 
years, file a petition in the supreme judicial court 
or in the superior court to be examined for admis- 
sion as an attorney, whereupon, unless the court 
otherwise orders, the petition may be referred to 
the board of bar examiners to ascertain his ac- 
quirements and qualifications. If the board re- 
ports that the petitioner is of good moral charac- 
ter and recommends his admission, he may be 
admitted unless the court otherwise determines, 
and thereafter may practise in all the courts in 
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the Commonwealth. If the court makes an order 
relative to a petition for admission, the petitioner 
shall be admitted in accordance therewith. The 
petitioner shall pay to the clerk a fee of ten dol- 
lars upon the entry of his petition, and a further 
fee of five dollars upon the entry of a subsequent 
petition by him. Such fees shall be paid over by 
the clerk to the treasurer and receiver general. 
The petitioner shall also pay a fee of five dollars 
for admission to the bar, which shall be paid over 
by the clerk to the county treasurer. 

Section 42. Whoever is admitted as an attor- 
ney shall, in open court, take and subscribe the 
oaths to support the Constitution of the United 
States and of this Commonwealth, and the follow- 
ing oath of office shall be administered to and sub- 
scribed by him : — 

You [repeat the name] solemnly swear that you 
will do no falsehood, nor consent to the doing of any 
in court ; you will not wittingly or willingly promote 
or sue any false, groundless or unlawful suit, nor give 
aid or consent to the same ; you will delay no man for 
lucre or malice ; but you will conduct yourself in the 
office of an attorney within the courts according to 
the best of your knowledge and discretion, and with 
all good fidelity as well to the courts as your clients. 
So help you God. 
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Section 43. A person who has been admitted 
as an attorney or counsellor of the highest judicial 
court of any other state of which he was an inhab- 
itant, and who subsequently becomes a citizen of 
this Commonwealth, may be admitted to practise 
here upon the production of satisfactory evidence 
of his good moral character and his professional 
qualifications. 

ACTS OF 1904, CHAPTER 355. 

An Act relative to admission to the bar of 
attorneys at law and to the duties of the 
state board of bar examiners. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and sixty- 
five of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section forty and inserting in place 
thereof the following : — 

Section 40. Said board may, subject to the 
approval of the supreme judicial court, make 
rules with reference to examinations for admission 
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to the bar and the qualifications of applicants 
therefor, and determine the time and place of all 
such examinations, and conduct the same. From 
the fees received under the provisions of the fol- 
lowing section the expenses of said board as cer- 
tified by its chairman and approved by a justice 
of the supreme judicial court, shall be paid, and 
from the remainder of said fees the members shall 
receive such compensation as the justices of the 
supreme judicial court or a majority of them may 
allow. 

Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and sixty- 
five is hereby further amended by striking out 
section forty-one and inserting in place thereof the 
following : — 

Section 41. A citizen of the United States, or 
an alien who has made the primary declaration of 
intention to become a citizen of the United States, 
whether man or woman, may, if of the age of 
twenty-one years, file a petition in the supreme 
judicial court or the superior court to be exam- 
ined for admission as an attorney at law, and, if 
found qualified, to be admitted as such, where- 
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upon, unless the court otherwise orders, the peti- 
tion shall be referred to the board of bar exam- 
iners to ascertain his acquirements and qualifica- 
tions. If the board reports that the petitioner 
is of good moral character and of sufficient ac- 
quirements and qualifications, and recommends his 
admission, he shall be admitted unless the court 
otherwise determines, and thereafter may practise 
in all the courts of this Commonwealth. The peti- 
tioner shall pay to the clerk of the court in which 
his petition is filed a fee of fifteen dollars upon 
the entry thereof, and a further fee of ten dollars 
upon the entry of any subsequent petition by him. 
Such fees shall be paid over by the several clerks 
to the treasurer and receiver-general. 

Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and sixty- 
five is hereby further amended by striking out 
section forty-three and inserting in place thereof 
the following : — 

Section 43. A citizen of the United States, or 
an alien who has made the primary declaration of 
intention to become a citizen of the United States, 
whether man or woman, who has been admitted 
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as an attorney or counsellor of the highest judi- 
cial court of any state, district, territory or coun- 
try of which he was an inhabitant may, upon 
petition to the supreme judicial court or to the 
superior court be admitted to practice in all the 
courts of this Commonwealth upon the production 
of satisfactory evidence of his good moral charac- 
ter and of his professional qualifications. 

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage. 

Approved May 20, 1904. 
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RULES OF COURT. 



RULES OF SUPREME JUDICIAL 
COURT. 

Common Law Rules XXXII., XXXIII., 
XXXIV., and XXXVIII. of the Supreme Judi- 
cial Court, as amended on the 12th day of Jan- 
uary a.d. 1886, and on the 7th day of January 
a.d. 1898, are as follows : — 

XXXII. 

Every application for admission as an attorney 
shall be made by a petition of the applicant, ac- 
companied by the recommendation of an attorney 
of this court ; which petition shall be filed with 
the clerk of the court, and entered on the docket. 

XXXIII. 

Every such petition shall be filed with the clerk 
of the court for the county in which the petitioner 
last studied law, except that the petition of any 
person who has so studied at a law school connected 
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with any college or university within the Common- 
wealth may be filed either in the county in which 
such law school is established, or in the County 
of Suffolk. 

XXXIV. 

No person who does not intend to practise as 
an attorney in this Commonwealth shall be entitled 
to he examined for admission. 

XXXVIII. 
Applications under Public Statutes, chapter 159, 
section 38, for admission to practice here, shall be 
referred to the State Board of Bar Examiners, 
unless the court shall otherwise order. 
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RULES OF SUPERIOR COURT. 

Common Law Rules I., II., and III. of the 
Superior Court are as follows : — 

I. 
Every application for admission as an attorney 
shall he made by a petition of the applicant, ac- 
companied by the recommendation of an attorney 
of this court ; which petition shall be filed with 
the clerk of the court, and entered on the docket. 

II. 
Every such petition shall be filed in the county 
in which the petitioner last studied law, except 
that the petition of any person who has so studied 
at a law school connected with any college or 
university within the Commonwealth may be filed 
either in the county in which such law school is 
established, or in the County of Suffolk. 

III. 
Applications under Public Statutes, chapter 159, 
section 38, for admission to practice here shall be 
referred to the State Board of Bar Examiners, 
unless the court shall otherwise order. 
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RULES OF 
BOARD OF BAR EXAMINERS. 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT. 

Whereas, by section 40 of chapter 165 of the 
Revised Laws, as amended by chapter 355 of the 
Acts of 1904, it is provided that: — "Said board 
may, subject to the approval of the supreme judi- 
cial court, make rules with reference to examina- 
tions for admission to the bar and the qualifica- 
tions of applicants therefor, and determine the 
time and place of all examinations, and conduct 
the same," and — 

Whereas the said board of bar examiners have 
prepared certain rules, which are hereto annexed, 
and have submitted them to the justices of this 
court for approval, in accordance with said statute 
amended as aforesaid ; and — 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



16 

Whereas said rules have been examined by the 
justices of this court : 

It is thereupon ordered that said rules be 
approved, to take effect and have force in this 
Commonwealth from and after the first day of 
August a.d. nineteen hundred and four. 

By the Court, 

JOHN NOBLE, 
June 23, 1904. Clerk. 

A true copy. Attest : John Noble, Clerk. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

At a meeting of the board of bar examiners 
holden at Boston on the fourth day of June in 
the year of our Lord one thousand nine hun- 
dred and four : present, 

Hollis R. Bailey of Cambridge, Chairman, 
Frederick L. Greene of Greenfield, Secretary, 
George S. Taft of Worcester, 
Henry W. Bragg of Boston, 
L. Elmer Wood of Fall River, 
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Voted, That the following rules with reference 
to examinations for admission to the bar, and the 
qualifications of applicants therefor, are estab- 
lished : — 

I. 

Every applicant for examination shall file his 
petition at least five days before the examination 
which he intends to take, and shall file either 
therewith or with the chairman or secretary of 
the board proof that he is entitled to be examined, 
together with evidence of his gSod moral char- 
acter and of the course of study, both general and 
legal, pursued by him. 

II. 
The proof aforesaid shall include : — 
First. A certificate signed by the applicant, 
stating his residence (name of city or town, with 
street and number, if any) ; place and date of 
birth ; citizenship ; course of general study prior 
to studying law ; when and where he began the 
study of law ; course of such study, and where he 
last studied law ; any other occupation engaged 
in since he began the study of law ; whether he 
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has been examined before for admission to the 
bar, either within this Commonwealth or else- 
where, and if so, when and where, and with what 
result. 

Second. A certificate of the attorney or attor- 
neys with whom he has studied, or of the proper 
officer of the law school or schools attended, stat- 
ing what the moral character of the applicant is 
and what course of study he has pursued. 

It shall appear in such certificates whether such 
study has been pursued regularly and attentively, 
and what vacation was taken in any year. Sev- 
eral certificates may be made so as to cover the 
whole term of study in cases where such study 
has not been pursued exclusively in one office or 
school. 

III. 

Forms of the certificates to be filed under these 
rules may be obtained from the several clerks of 
court, or from the secretary of the board. Fur- 
ther proof on any point may be required by the 
board, or, satisfactory reasons therefor being 
shown, such other proof of the requisite facts 
may be accepted as the board may deem suffi- 
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cient. Petitions or proof may be filed after the 
time fixed if satisfactory reasons are shown and 
permission is granted by the chairman or secre- 
tary of the board. Petitions referred to the 
board shall be returned to the files of the court 
with the report of the board attached thereto, but 
certificates and other papers filed with petitions 
may be retained by the board. 

IV. 

Examinations shall be held in Boston on or 
about January 1 and July 1 in each year. Due 
notice of the time and place of holding examina- 
tions shall be given. 

V. 

After an examination has been held and before 
the board reports thereon, it shall give public 
notice of the names of the applicants appearing to 
possess the qualifications necessary for admission 
by publishing the same once, at least, in some 
newspaper having a general circulation through- 
out the Commonwealth ; and such notice shall 
state, in substance, that upon a day named there- 
in, if no objection shall be made, the board will 
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report to the court that such applicants are found 
to be qualified. A copy of such notice shall be 
sent to the clerks of the several courts wherein 
petitions are pending. 

VI. 

No applicant under Revised Laws, chapter 165, 
section 43, and amendments thereof, whose appli- 
cation is referred to the board, shall be excused 
from taking a regular examination, unless he has 
been a member of the bar of the highest judicial 
court of some other state, district, territory or 
country, aud in actual practice, for at least three 
years ; in which case it shall be within the discre- 
tion of the board, with the approval of the court, 
to excuse him from such examination. In the case 
of applicants recommended for admission under 
this rule notice shall be published in the manner 
provided by rule V. 

VII. 
Acquirements and Qualifications. 
Applicants should have at least the equivalent 
of a high-school education, and must have knowl- 
edge of the general principles of the common law 
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and of the more important provisions of our stat- 
utes. If the general education of an applicant 
seems to the board insufficient it may require the 
applicant to pass an examination in studies gen- 
erally pursued in grammar and high schools. 
Examinations in law shall consist of printed ques- 
tions, to be answered in writing, and shall be 
based upon the following subjects or some por- 
tion thereof : — 



Contracts, 


Negotiable Instruments, 


Torts, 


Bailments, 


Real Property, 


Carriers, 


Criminal Law, 


Wills, 


Evidence, 


Probate Law, 


Equity, 


Domestic Relations, 


Corporations, 


Trusts, 


Partnership, 


Pleading, 


Mortgages, 


Practice, 


Suretyship, 


Constitutional Law, 


Agency, 


Bankruptcy, 


Sales, 


Legal Ethics. 


Copy. 




Attest: FREDERICK L. GREENE, 




Secretary. 


&.-■■?■■ 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Board of Bar Examiners. 

August, 1904. 

Office Address. 
Hollis R. Bailey of Cambridge, Chairman, 63 State Street, Boston. 
Frederick L. Greene of Greenfield, Secretary, Greenfield. 

George S. Taft of Uxbridge, 314 Main Street, Worcester. 

Henry W. Bragg of Boston, 18 Tremont Street, Boston. 

L. Elmer Wood of Fall River, Fall River. 
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